
NEWS RELEASE
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY’S OFFICE

318 South Sixth Street

Springfield, IL 62701

Tel: 217/492-4450

RODGER A. HEATON

U.S. ATTORNEY

CENTRAL DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS

For Immediate Release
October 4, 2006

Contact: John Childress
Assistant U.S. Attorney

(217) 492-4450

Grand Jury Charges Pike County Man
with Using Internet to Share Child Pornography

Springfield, IL - Rodger A. Heaton, United States Attorney for the Central District of
Illinois, announced that the grand jury today returned an indictment charging James David
Owens, Jr., age 21, of 562 Main Street, Barry, Illinois, with receiving, possessing, distributing
and transporting child pornography. 

The indictment alleges Owens used “peer-to-peer” file sharing software to download,
possess, and distribute images of child pornography from May 2004 to May 12, 2005.

The charges are the result of an investigation by the Springfield Computer Crimes Task
Force and Project Safe Childhood, a Department of Justice initiative to protect children from
online exploitation and abuse.  Members of the Springfield Computer Crimes Task Force include
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, Immigration and Customs Enforcement, and local law
enforcement agencies.  The case is being prosecuted by Assistant U.S. Attorney John Childress. 

U.S. Attorney Heaton stated, “It is a critical priority that law enforcement agencies
aggressively investigate and prosecute those who contribute to the exploitation of children
through their participation in the child pornography market.” 

 Owens will be issued a summons to appear in federal court in Springfield.  If convicted,
the statutory penalty for the offenses of receiving or distributing child pornography is no less
than five years in prison to 20 years in prison and a fine of $250,000.  For possession of child
pornography the penalty is no more than five years in prison and a fine of $250,000.  Mandatory
supervised release for both offenses is any term of years to life. 

Members of the public are reminded that an indictment is merely an accusation; the
defendant is presumed innocent unless proven guilty.
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